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February 2018 

Dates to Note: 

 

 Feb 7 - 2 Hour Late 
Start– Teacher In-
Service - NO a.m. kin-
dergarten or a.m. pre-
school 

 Feb 7 - PTP meeting - 
10:15 a.m. in the Music 
Room 

 Feb 9 - Senior babysit-
ting.  5-9 p.m. 

 Feb 19 - No School, 
Presidents’ Day 

 Mar 1 & 2 - No School-
Parent/Teacher Confer-

Headmaster Notes - Targeting Our Vision 
I once took up archery.  I learned quickly how to hit the bull’s eye every time.  I shot the 
arrow, picked up the paintbrush, and painted a target with my arrow dead center.  Archery 
is boring.  
 
How often could that ridiculous strategy be used to explain the visions of the organiza-
tions we are involved in or more tragically our personal vision? No wonder we are bored. 
   
Compare the above strategy with the strategy of the great NFL coach, Tony Dungy.   
 
“The first step toward creating an improved future is developing the ability to envision it. Vision will ignite 
the fire of passion that fuels our commitment to do whatever it takes to achieve excellence. Only vision  
allows us to transform dreams of greatness into the reality of achievement through human action. Vision 
has no boundaries and knows no limits. Our vision is what we become in life. ”  
 
Dungy’s strategy stirs the heart towards achieving greatness as defined by God. 
 
On February 23rd and 24th your Board is going to meet for an extended time to capture 
what is on their hearts and in their prayers - “What is God’s vision for Morning 
Star?”  Just as God has prepared beforehand good works for us as individuals to do (see 
Ephesians 2:10), He has a good work for Morning Star Academy to corporately            
accomplish.  
 
Please commit to pray weekly for Morning Star and ask God to help the Board answer 
these questions:  “What is to be our improved future? What should Morning Star look like 
in five years . . . ten years . . . twenty-five years? What impact does God want Morning Star 
to have on the Quad-Cities?”  
 
Our hope is that we might have a vision to share with you that ignites the fire of passion 
and transforms our dream for Morning Star into a reality through God ordained human 
action. Pray for that kind of vision.  
 
Blessings, 
Rob Spykstra, Headmaster  
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Seeking Board Members 

ACCS Blakey Prize in Fine Arts 

Schnucks -- Giving is in the Bag 
Every month the local Schnucks -- ours is on 858 Middle Road -- chooses a local non-profit to benefit from 
their “Bags 4 My Cause Program”. Schnucks chose Morning Star Academy for its February 2018 non-profit. 
 
The program is simple. Any time a shopper purchases their “giving” reusable bag, a local not-for-profit receives 
$1. Their aims are clear. One, reduce waste through the reusable bag (every time a reusable bag is used, eight 
single-use bags are not used); two, benefit a local non-profit. 
 

So if you shop at Schnucks, consider purchasing a reusable bag and give back to Morning Star. 

Tax Reform.  What Might it Mean for You? 

 

Tax Reform: What Might It Mean for You? 
 
On December 22nd, the US Congress passed the Tax Cut and Jobs Act. Beginning in 2018, changes to the law 
will now allow tax-advantaged college savings plans, known as 529s, to also cover up to $10,000 a year in K–12 
public, private, and religious school expenses. These savings plans allow families to invest their after-tax money 
and, through compound interest, accrue earnings rapidly over time. Families pay no taxes on those interest    
earnings. 
 
For personalized information about the advantages of a 529 plan, please contact your financial advisors. 

New board members will be elected in May at the annual meeting. The Board is seeking and reaching out to those 
who may be interested in serving in this capacity. The commitment is bringing your expertise, personality and 
insight to a monthly meeting, keeping the school in your monthly prayers, and possible service on an ad hoc com-
mittee to address a particular issue. Terms are three years.  
 

You benefit from the satisfaction of having direct input into the practical out-workings of the vision and mission 
of Morning Star. You will benefit with warm and lively fellowship. You will hone your oversight skills. You will 
grow in your understanding and enjoyment of classical Christian education.  

 
Board applications are available at the school office. Applications must be received by March 31st. If you are  

interested and would like more information, please contact Board President, John Walters.   

This is a prestigious national contest for 9th-12th graders from ACCS accredited schools.  Work can be entered 
into either the painting or drawing category and must be entirely original (or, if a photo is used as reference, the 
photographer must give express written permission for derivative use).  Entries will be evaluated on proficiency in 
expressing the classical ideals of truth, beauty and goodness.  First and second prizes will be awarded in both    
categories, $500 and $250 respectively. 
 
Pam Rhode, art teacher, is only able to submit ONE student entry from Morning Star Academy in each category, 
so depending on interest work may be judged at Morning Star first to determine which student’s work to submit 
for the Blakey Prize.  Submission deadline is April 13th.  For previous winners, visit                                           
classicalchristian.org/blakey-prize-in-fine-art/#winners 

MO R N IN G STAR  AC AD EMY  
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On Wednesday,  February 14,  grammar school students may dress up for their Valentine parties, if they wish, or 
wear their uniforms.   

 

PTP News and Upcoming Events 
PTP Meeting – February 7th at 10:15 am in the Music Room. 
 
We are looking for a couple more volunteers to help with the pancake race and breakfast for the Upper School      
students on February 13th.  If you are able to help that morning please let Dawn Hughes know at 
knhughes@msn.com or call or text 563-340-7499. 
 
Wishing Tree - This month’s theme is Love. There will be a tree by the business office / PTP bulletin board with the 
staff’s wishes. Please pick stars off  the tree to bless our teachers. There are acts of service, classroom supplies, and 
personal items. Please help us bless our teachers. If you have any questions or need someone to choose a star for 
you, please  contact Dawn Hughes at kndhughes@msn.com or 563-340-7499.  Please return all stars with their 
wrapped gift to the bin in front of the office by February 27th.  If it is an act of service, please see the teacher on the 
star.  “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love” 1 John 4:8 
 
MSA PTP is also looking for a couple of people to help with the uniform sale in April.  If you are interested in this, 

please contact Dawn Hughes at kndhughes@msn.com or 563-340-7499. 

Get Your Photos In The Yearbook 

The Robotic Mustangs placed 8th place overall in the Quad-Cities Robotics Tournament on December 2nd. The 
competition not only judges the team on how well their robot performs various tasks, but they are also judged on 
their logic and rhetoric skills in front of a panel of judges. 
 
In expressing their values this what the judges said about the Mustangs, “The team showed a great deal of            
appreciation for things they learned about their projects, robot, and values.  We were impressed immediately about 
the philosophy of teamwork. ‘We are like a machine, we each have a part.’" The judges were also impressed with their 
effective division of labor and process. They were also impressed with their self-sufficiency and particularly surprised 
by their ability to code on their own. 
 
The competition also requires the teams to present a hydrodynamics project. Here are the judges comments on the 
Mustangs project and presentation:  “Great use of multiple professional resources” and “Nice job in building work-
ing models that were very helpful in presentation.” As for their rhetoric skills,  “Great sense of humor during          
presentation to keep us engaged.” 
 
Congratulations on a job well-done and thanks to Kraigg and Felicia Knary for your excellent leadership. 

Congratulations to Morning Star Robotic Mustangs 
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Valentine’s Day Class Parties 

Now is the time to submit all those photos you've been taking to make our yearbook look great! We want to see 
all your memories from the past year, whether you were participating in a school-sponsored activity, working 
hard in the classroom, or goofing around with friends. To submit your photo, please share by: emailing to  morn-
ingstaryearbook@gmail.com or uploading to Google Drive at: https://drive.google.com/open?
id=0BzKw2__eHothUzFxWHdNeUF2OEk 

For convenience, this link will be sent by email. 
 
Also, feel free to invite morningstaryearbook@gmail.com to your share sites for pictures. 
 
If you have any questions or you would like to volunteer to help with the yearbook, please contact the email 

above. Thanks for making the yearbook great! 

mailto:kndhughes@msn.com
tel:(563)%20340-7499
mailto:kndhughes@msn.com
tel:(563)%20445-1678
mailto:kndhughes@msn.com
tel:(563)%20340-7499
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0BzKw2__eHothUzFxWHdNeUF2OEk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0BzKw2__eHothUzFxWHdNeUF2OEk
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Senior Class Sponsored Events 
Babysitting at Morning Star - Friday, February 9th from 5-9 pm. 
 

Share Your Love! 
The senior class is excited to offer Valentine’s Day messages again this year.  These are always a fun surprise to 
give to students, and your purchase will help support the senior class this year as they raise money for their senior 
trip to Virginia Beach, VA.  The messages will be delivered on Wednesday, February 14th.  The Upper School 
will receive their singing telegrams on Wednesday, February 14th as well.  Below are a few of the items that 
will be available: 

 

  *Lollipop bouquet: $1 

  *Bag of assorted chocolates: $2     
  *Carnation: $2 

  *Mylar helium balloon: $5 

  *Singing Telegram: $5   

 

Valentine messages will be on sale from February 5th-12th.  You may purchase them in the morning   
between 8:00 and 8:15 outside the school office or you can simply fill out the form that is sent home 
with your child and turn it into the school office along with your payment.  Checks should be made out to MSA. 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

Athletics 

You are invited to a Pizza Ranch Tip Night to benefit the Class of 2019.  This event will be 
held on Monday, April 16th, at Pizza Ranch, 880 Lincoln Road, Bettendorf.  The class of 
2019 will receive all the tips from the evening and 10% of sales between 5 - 9 p.m.  Come 
out and support the Class of 2019.   

Pizza Ranch Fundraiser 

All athletes who competed on our Morning Star teams during this school year will be honored on Tuesday, March 
20th, at 6:30pm.  Athletes in fifth-twelfth grade and their families are invited to join us for dessert in the MSA      
cafeteria.  Come and support our athletes and take a look back at this year’s accomplishments! 
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 Second Quarter Honor Roll 

      High Honor Roll   

   Honor Roll   

                                   3.9 - 4.0 GPA 

   3.75 - 3.89 GPA 
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1 Micah Arguello 

1 Rosalie Brooks 

1 Rachel Cox 

1 Gabriella Greaves 

1 Jeremiah Harrington 

1 Aidan Mack 

1 Ozias Mack 

1 Rylee Peterson 

1 Zaley Rohde 

1 Emery Schaefer 

1 Lilian Shaw 

2 Kaitlyn Amman 

2 Aubrienne Bailey 

2 Cooper Bush 

2 Jonathan Carter 

2 Sydney Coffman 

2 Charli Cushing 

2 Jillian Hovey 

2 Elise Jacob 

2 Atticus Lee 

2 Luke Leverenz 

2 Barrett Lundgren 

2 Annabelle Myatt 

2 Jobie Shook 

2 Reagan Tipsword 

2 Kate Walsh 

3 Truman Brooks 

3 Isabella Ingwersen 

3 Gavin Stecker 

3 Morgan Tipsword 

4 Creighton Arguello 

4 Evie Filbeck 

4 Clara Lee 

4 Brogdon Lundgren 

4 Sophie Marshall 

5 Joshua Brady 

5 Connor Brooks 

5 Campbell Dopler 

5 Lucy Marshall 

5 Carson Miller 

5 Evelyn Nicolai 

5 Jude Rennie 

5 Annabella VonMuenster 

5 Carson Bohonek 

6 Camila Crespo 

6 Rachel Ellingson 

6 Rebekah Hartsuch 

6 Eli Hughes 

6 Calvin Maynard 

6 Reilly Murphy 

6 Noah Shook 

6 Karli Sowards 

  

  

6 Gavin Trotter 

6 Natalie Weyrick 

7 Luke Bohonek 

7 Vallarie Fendley 

7 Paige Johnson 

7 Maddy Murphy 

8 Juliet Brewer 

8 Kara Hughes 

8 Caleb Schroeder 

8 Samuel Schroeder 

8 Anna Stivers 

9 Elijah Brady 

9 Lauren Ellingson 

9 Eliana Parks 

9 Jackson Trotter 

10 Rachel Rossi 

10 Sarah Schroeder 

10 Abigail Stivers 

10 Madison Trotter 

11 Samuel Brady 

11 Will McIntosh 

12 Cody Anderson 

12 Kelly Hansen 

12 Jaclyn Norton 

1 Zoe Dean 

1 Maci Girskis 

1 Keith Krenzelok 

2 Aaron Humphrey 

2 Annabelle Maynard 

2 Channah Lawrence 

3 Abigail Brewer 

3 Caxton Van der Hart 

3 Austin Mappin 

3 Micah Rohde 

4 Violet Jewell 

4 Selah Lorentzen 

4 Orion Mack 

5 Javen Dean 

5 Katelyn Jacob 

6 Madelyn Lee 

6 Ethan Raeside 

7 Sarah Brewer 

7 Norah Giza 

8 Carolyn Raymon 

8 Emily Spykstra 

8 Noah Mack 

9 Faith Littig 

9 Lauren McIntosh 

10 Devin Sullivan 

11 Grant Ellingson 

12 Jayden Anderson 

12 Samantha Dailing 

12 Jacob Schmeichel 
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